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Meet Nolan Cessna. Nolan’s father grew up in this congregation and Nolan’s father and 
mother were married here. They don’t live in town anymore, but one of Nolan’s sets of 
grandparents live here, and his parents have a lot of friends living here as well. In fact, 
Nolan was back a few weeks ago when his parents were baptismal sponsors for a little girl 
named Brynley. Nolan’s parents know Brynley’s parents very well, and they were a good 
choice for being godparents.  

So, Nolan came with his parents to the baptism and I noticed that he was carrying around 
a well-used white “blankey.” It was a little gray rather than white and there were a few 
strings hanging out. These are the marks of a well-loved “blankey” that brings comfort 
and security to a small child. Parents, in general, appreciate these kinds of comforting 
objects as much (or sometimes even more) than children do. His parents let me know that 

this was the baptismal prayer shawl that Nolan had received when he was baptized a couple of years ago here at 
Bethlehem. It was a companion for him and, as you can see from the picture, he takes great delight in it.  

It is wonderful that this gift will always be identified by parents and grandparents for him as his baptismal prayer shawl. 
It is great to have him associate this gift with the gift of the Holy Spirit and God’s call to him to be God’s beloved child. It 
will help him figure out that baptism is a really good thing. 

Our congregation’s theme this year has been “Home is Church, too.” By that, we mean that God and church are not 
restricted to the congregation. Our homes are places where God works mightily to form our faith and bring us grace 
and truth. I am so pleased that Nolan’s folks didn’t store the baptismal shawl away. I’m glad that they offered him this 
symbol of God’s presence in his life as his every-day blanket. In ways that Nolan can receive it, they have let him live in 
God’s promises of baptism. They have affirmed that their home is church, too. 

Sunday, September 11, members of Bethlehem, 

Nazareth and St. John Lutheran Churches will gather 

for an afternoon of outdoor tree planting for the city 

at Bethlehem at 1:30pm.  Youth  Groups will meet at 

Noon for lunch and service project.  “God’s work. 

Our hands” Sunday has become a meaningful ELCA 

ministry. ??? Contact Pastor Gary. 

Coming Sunday, September 11th . . . 

Join us for root beer floats 
starting at 9:45am  

as we kick off the 2016-2017 Sunday School year.  
 



QUILT ’N CRAFT  

Thursday, September 8 & 22, 7:00pm, at the 

home of Donna Hansen, 3110 Alameda, 

Cedar Falls, 290-4486. Bring your own craft or 

learn a new one. All  are welcome! 

SEPTEMBER FEATURED MISSION COUNCIL:  Council for Ministry Partnership 

One of our goals for 2016 is to “increase awareness of and participation in mission council ministries.”  

Our mission councils create and direct many of the acts of ministry that the congregation does  

within our community of faith and throughout the Cedar Valley and the world.  

BETHLEHEM’S MONTHLY POTLUCK  

will be Sunday, September 4,  

following 11:00am worship. 

 All are welcome. 

Ovens are available at 10:00am. 

BLC GOLF OUTING & SUPPER 

Whether you are a golf pro or play for fun, join us for a 

BLC Golf Outing Sunday, September 25.  

If you would like to play 18 holes, meet at Gates Park in 

Waterloo at 1:00 pm.  The cost to play 18 holes is $20 for 

adults (26-61), $17 for young adults (18-24), $10 for 

juniors (17 and younger) and $19 for seniors (62 and 

older). 

If you would like to play 9 holes, meet at Gates Park at 

3:00 pm. The cost for 9 holes is $15.  Carts will be 

available at the course. 

Please pay at the course the day of the outing. 

Gates Park will also have a family course available. 

There is no specific format for the outing. You may play 

your own ball or play a best shot within your group. 

Afterward, at 6:00 pm, we will get together at Gates 

Park Golf Course for burgers, fellowship and prizes. 

(Whether you golf or not, everyone is welcome to join 

us for supper!)  

If you are interested, please sign up on the Welcome 

Table by September 21 so we know how many tee 

times we need and how many to expect for 

supper. ??? Contact Dave Rogers, 239-9014. 

The Council for Ministry Partnership is the group of people that provides support and 

encouragement for the staff of Bethlehem, and holds the staff accountable for their 

part in the ministry of the congregation. They establish personnel policies and job 

descriptions for non-ordained staff. They hear concerns of the staff when needed. They 

evaluate the ministry of the pastor and encourage that ministry. Periodically, they take 

the lead in strategic planning.  

Members on this council are Stephen Becker (Chair), Tara Estep, Kurt Leistikow, John 

Liljegren, and Pastor Gary Hedding. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SUPPLIES 

When hitting those  Back-to-School sales this 

time of year, please consider buying 

supplies for Lutheran World Relief Kits. The 

full list is on the Welcome Table. If you have 

any questions or would like to donate 

money for kits, contact Barb Davison, 277-

6602 or sbdavison@cfu.net. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL MENU 

SEPTEMBER 14 - WALKING TACOS 

SEPTEMBER 21- TBA 

SEPTEMBER 28 - SLOPPY JOES 

OCTOBER 5 - TBA 

OCTOBER 12 - WALKING TACOS 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
(Starting September 4th) 

8:30am Traditional & 11:00am Contemporary  
(Coffee fellowship hour begins at 9:30am.) 

 BLC OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00am-3:00pm 

Friday  8:00am-Noon 

BACKPACK SUPPLIES 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated school supplies and 
money  to purchase school 
supplies for Lincoln School 
(Cedar Falls).  - Council on 
Service. 
 

THE BLC OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  
 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH  
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UNIFIED GIVING THROUGH JULY 31 

Income: $206,302.64 

Mission Plan: $212,156.00 

   ($5,853.36) 

WHEN HOSPITALIZED Please call the church office,  

266-3541, if you or a loved one is in the hospital. Due 

to changes in privacy policies, most hospitals no 

longer contact a church when a member is 

hospitalized. 

CONTACT INFORMATION If you are moving, or if 

you have changed your phone number or email 

address, please contact the church, 266-3541 or 

office@bethlehemcf.net, so we can stay in touch 

with you. 

If you would like to add or 

remove someone from the 

church’s prayer chain, 

please contact Heather 

S c h n e i d e r , 

heather@bethlehemcf.net 

or 266-3541.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

If you know someone who is going through a difficult 

time, consider giving them a prayer shawl. The prayer 

shawls are lovingly knitted by several members of the  

congregation.  If you would like to give a prayer shawl 

to someone, contact Heather Schneider,  

heatherheather@bethlehemcf.net or  266-3541. 

DONATE NOW 

Use your smartphone to scan the  

QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org  

and cl ick on “Give Online” 

underneath the Worship tab. 

 

 

 

319-266-3541,  bethlehemcf.org 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 

Pastor Gary Hedding 

pastorgary@bethlehemcf.net 

Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation  

robin@bethlehemcf.net 

Paulette Standing - Office Manager  

paulette@bethlehemcf.net  

Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator  

heather@bethlehemcf.net 

LIKE us on Facebook:   

www.facebook.com/pages/ 

Bethlehem-Lutheran-Church-ELCA/ 

451552121584266?ref=hl 

 

Friends and family of our members: 

BLC members: 

Those serving in the armed forces: 

Kyle Dierks 

Forrest Maxson 

 

Dan O’Connell 

Bailey Smith 

Chuck Assink 

Linda Assink 

June Blanford 

Stan Brown 

Mary Grosse 

Mildred Gutknecht 

Dew Hansen 

Reed Hunemuller 

Isabel Johnson 

Jane Nelson 

Allan Nielsen 

Beverly Sands 

Betty Schmidt 

Eldora Sturm 

 

Craig Arnold 

Robin Arnold 

Norb Borcherding 

Denise Cooper 

Drew Cranston 

Ginny Davis 

Deloris Doehrmann 

Anne Dotzler 

Rhys Fletcher 

Charles Funderburk 

Steve Godwin 

Mary Griffin 

Richard Gutknect 

Naomi Hagen 

Danny Paul Harris 

Sally Hartley 

Jim Heiselman 

Robert Johnson 

Anna Jorgensen 

John Jurris 

Betty Kestner 

Jason Luck 

Anne Marcie 

Finegan O’Keefe 

Brent Osantoski 

Jill Pechacek 

Hilda Pennington 

Bob Schmitt 

Barb Schroeder 

Sara Seavey 

Lawrence Seery 

Liz Smith Warriner 

Corby Stinnett 

Marlene Stricker 

Marvilyn Thomas 

Robin Vasquez 

Minnie Ward 

Jeff Webb 

Alise Williams 

Cheryl 

Christine 

Janeen 

Kelly 

Krissy 

Lindsay 

Michael 

 

Keep in prayer 

THANK YOU The Council on Service would like to thank 
everyone who helped with Community Meals on 
August 16th.  The next Community Meals will be on 
October 18th. 

mailto:heather@bethlehemcf.net
mailto:heather@bethlehemcf.net








 

Sunday worship with Holy Communion 

8:30am & 10:30am 

Nursery available 8:15am-11:45am 

Pastor: Rev. Gary Hedding 

Church office phone: 319-266-3541 

 Office hours: M
onday-Thursday, 8:00am-3:00pm 

 Friday 8:00am-12:00pm 

Email: office@bethlehemcf.net 

Website: www.bethlehemcf.org  

**Newsletter deadline: September 15** 

Bulletin deadline: 9:00am Thursdays 

4000 Hudson Road, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

“BETHLEHEM” (USPS 565-290) is published monthly by the 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, 4000 Hudson Road, Cedar 

Falls, Iowa 50613. Periodical Postage Paid at Cedar Falls, 

Iowa 50613. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Bethlehem, 4000 

Hudson Road, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

VOLUME XXXVII NUMBER IX AUGUST 23, 2016 

 
 

SEPTEMBER LECTORS 

              8:30 Worship           11:00 Worship 

4th  Ron Bro           Jerry Mohling 

11th  Barb Becker           Becky Ruehle 

18th  Doug Johnson          Marty O’Connell 

25th       Dorothy Heine          Sherri Larsen 

 

SEPTEMBER  USHERS 

  8:30 Worship 

 4th   Wayne & ElJean Bartelt, Megan & Lily Hermanson 

11th  Rich & Suzette Fisher, Megan & Lily Hermanson 

18th  Wayne & ElJean Bartelt, Megan & Lily Hermanson 

25th  Rich & Suzette Fuller, Megan & Lily Hermanson 

 

  11:00 Worship                                

 4th       TBA 

11th      TBA 

18th      TBA 

25th      TBA 

SEPTEMBER ACOLYTES 

            8:30 Worship                   10:30 Worship 

 4th Kelly Kestner         Sam Smith 

11th Jackson Leistikow       Jackson Barth 

18th Alex Schmidt        Chayse Avino-Smith 

25th Sam Lubs        Isaak Dengler 

        

         

 


